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If you’ve been thinking of ways to relieve your customs 

team from the time-consuming (but very necessary) burden 

of screening against restricted party lists, you might want to 

consider enlisting the help of an outside expert. 

Given the steep penalties and fines that come with non-

compliance, having a dedicated resource to ensure your 

export activities are above board will not only save you time, 

it can also save you a lot of money.

 

When you’re narrowing down your search for a provider, 

there are four key questions you should ask to ensure you’re 

partnering with the right company. 

1 What lists are included in  
your database?

With thousands of restricted parties being called out by 

various governments and agencies around the world, you 

want to make sure that none of your potential customers or 

vendors are one of them. 

Ensure the provider you choose to partner with is screening 

against a comprehensive collection of government and 

agency restricted party lists.

Their restricted party screening (RPS) database should at a 

minimum include the following lists:

 ● U.S. Department of Commerce – BIS, DPL, Entity List, 

Unverified List.

 ● U.S. Department of State – Debarred, EPCI, Terrorist 

Exclusion List, Foreign Terrorist Organizations.

 ● U.S. Department of Treasury – OFAC, FINCEN, SDN, 

SDNT, SDGT, SDNTK, SDT.

Helping you find the right 
restricted party screening 
resolution services partner.

 ● U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation – Most Wanted List.

 ● Bank of England Financial Sanctions.

 ● Canadian Office of Superintendent of Financial 

Institutions.

 ● Canadian SEMA List.

 ● EU Financial Restrictions.

 ● Japanese Ministry of Economy Trade & Industry 

restrictions.

 ● United Nations Security Council Resolution entities.

 ● World Bank debarred entities.

2 What criteria do you use to  
determine compliance?

When you submit information about your potential customer 

or vendor, there are some key variables that should be 

evaluated as part of the screening process. 

Be sure to ask your provider if they screen against the 

following criteria:

 ● Names

 ● Addresses

 ● Enhanced Proliferation Control Initiative (EPCI)

 ● Boycott

 ● Embargo

 ● Money laundering

 ● Other illegal or forbidden country concerns
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that has a solid track record, global experience and a team 

of dedicated compliance experts who are extensively 

trained to support compliance resolution processing. 

Restricted party screening isn’t something you can afford to 

overlook. Outsourcing it to the right provider will help ease 

the burden for your customs team and keep your export 

business running smoothly.

3 How do you handle close and/or 
potential matches?

There may be instances where you come up against a name 

that closely resembles one on a restricted party list. Rather 

than leave the burden of resolution research up to your 

customs team, seek out a provider who will conduct the 

necessary research to determine whether the suspected 

match is in fact valid. Be sure to ask them to explain the 

methodology and processes they use when performing their 

analysis.

4 What kind of documentation and 
reporting services do you provide?

That all-important audit trail is essential if you’re ever facing 

an audit. Look for providers who’ll supply you with real-time 

summary reports that highlight all the true or indeterminate 

matches from the week’s screening activity, a rationale 

behind all decisions and a recommendation for next steps.  

The compliance decision (valid match, indeterminate, false 

positive-no match) should be delivered to you for a decision 

on how to proceed. 

Other documentation might include reports that summarize 

screening activity, the number of screenings, number of 

matches/no matches and a calculated hit rate.

Global experience and dedicated 
compliance experts
In addition to being able to answer these four questions, 

you’ll also want to ensure you’re partnering with a company 

Contact Livingston  

Have questions or need help with your 

shipments? Contact your account executive,

write to us at: simplify@livingstonintl.com

or give us a call at 1-800-837-1063

Find out how Livingston can work 
with you as a trusted resticted 
party screening services partner.




